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■ By N R Pattarkine 

A MEGA event in the field of 
Oriental studies is poised from 
10 January through 12 January 
in Nagpur as Kavikulaguru 
Kalidas Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya 
hosts a Golden Jubilee session 
of All India Oriental Conference 
to mark the completion of a cen¬ 
tury of its inception in November 
1919 at Pune. 

The first session of All India 
Oriental Conference (AIOC) was 
hosted by Bhandarkar Oriental 
Research Institute, Pune under 
the name ‘First Indian Oriental 
Go nfeience AIOC owes it’s inspi¬ 
ration to International Co ngress 
of Orientalists (ICO) which held 
it’s first session in September 
1873 at Paris and completed it’s 
century' in the 19th ICO held in 
July 1973 at Paris again. 

'ExOriente Lux’ 

‘Ex Oriente Lux’ is a Latin 
phrase which means ‘Wisdom 
co mes from the East’. The phrase 
got an epo ch- making meaning, 
when SirWilliam Jones, a young 
British Judge of Supreme Court 
atCalcutta, under the mle of East 


turies, being the 
coinages of the 
European mind, 
always meant to con¬ 
vey die European per¬ 
spective to look at 
Indian Studies in 
broader domain of 
Oriental Studies. It 
has been asserted that 
the Indological stud¬ 
ies and Sanskritic 
Studies were influ¬ 
enced by hegemony 
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Shyamji Krishna 

_ Verma, a 

Sanskrit Scholar of 
Balliol College 
Oxford, a close asso¬ 
ciate of 

Swatantryaveer 
Vinayak Damodar 
Savarkar in the lat¬ 
ter's revolutionary 
activities. In his 
reply to the toast 
proposed in his 
honour by Sir 
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Sir Dr R G 

of European mind. Bhandarkar, President Monier Williams in 
After the first world of the first AIOC held the seventh ICO at 
war and with the in Poona in 1919. Leiden in 1883, 
inception of All India 
Oriental Conference, 
the Indian 

Orientalists started tilling their 
ow r n soil and reaped a rich har¬ 
vest. The galaxy of scholars asso - 
ciated with Bhandarkar Oriental 
Research Institute and similar 
Indological Research Institute 
elsewhere in India created their 
own horizon in the field of 
Oriental studies. Ex-oriente Lux, 
therefore, though an expression 
of European mind became an 
Indian reality on it’s native soil. 


m 

Pandit Shyamji 
KrishnaVerma said, 
“Before I conclude, 
I cannot help expressing a hope 
that a time may come when an 
Oriental Congress will be held 
in some part of India.” His desire 
did not then materialise. In 15th 
ICO held at Copenhagen in 1908 
Lieutenant Governor of Bengal, 
in his telegram dated 13th August 
1908 to the Organisers stated 
that “Oriental scholars in Bengal 
invite the Congress of 
Orientalists to have their next 



ed bvSir Harcourt Butler, a mem- 
* 

ber of the Education, 
Department in July 1911 at Simla 
in Himachal Pradesh. This 
Conference was attended by Dr. 
Venice, Dr. Ross, Dr. J. Vogel along 
with the Indian Orientalists like 
Sir. Dr. R. G.Bhandarkar, 
Haraprasad Shastri and Dr. 
Ganganath Za. In this confer¬ 
ence, Dr. J. \bgel a Dutch Sanskrit 
Scholar put up an exhaustive 
not comprising 18 Paras’ on an 
Oriental Studies in General,( 
Proceedings pp.66-72). In this 
note Dr. Vogel discussed the ear¬ 
lier attempts to hold the session 
of ICO in India. While asserting 
tlie feasibility of oriental congress 
in India, he strongly emphasised 
it’s distinctness as Indological 
in character. For this kind of 
Oriental Conference he pro¬ 
posed 12 sections and categor¬ 
ically explained the desidera¬ 
tum. He had put forward his 
sound reasoning to exclude cer¬ 
tain sections of the regular ICO 
as not being relevant to the 
Indian Cultural Context. He 
opined the co nfeience to be kept 
away from religious controver¬ 


anniversary of great orientalist 
Dr. R. G.Bhandarkar and the 
institute was named after him. 
The two major activities under¬ 
taken by the institute immedi¬ 
ately after it’s foundation were 
(I) to undertake the work of 
preparing critical edition of 
Mahabharat and (ii) to hold the 
conference of orientalist to be 
repeated periodically. As per the 
resolution passed by the 
Executive Board on 12th 
December 1918, file first 
Secretary of the Institute Dr. 
RD.Gune issued a letter to the 
25 orientalists in India asking 
their opinion about the desir¬ 
ability of holding a conference 
of Indian Orientalist at Pune. On 
having received the positive 
response, file organising com¬ 
mittee having three secretaries. 
Dr. P. D. Gune, Prof. R. D 
.Karmarkar and N.B.Utgikar 
issued four bulletins at fixed 
intervals to 500 scholars in India , 
Burma and Ceylone. The objects 
of the conference as stipulated 
in the First Bulletin were - (i) To 
bring about together Orientalists 
of all provinces in India in order 
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ndia Company, founded the 
World’s first ever Asiatic Society 
at Calcutta in January 1784 
and proclaimed to the world in 
his ‘'Third Anniversary Discourse 
on Hindu's” he delivered on 2 
February, 1786 that “Sanskrit 
whatever be it’s antiquity is of 
a wonderful structure; more per¬ 
fect than the Greek, more copi¬ 
ous than the Latin and more 
exquisitely refined than either” 
(Asiatic ResearchesVol I Chapter 
XXV pp. 348-349) .Thus, wisdom 
of the East Enshrined in the 
ancient Indian texts vocalised 
through the medium of Sanskrit 
had been conveyed to European 
World. The intelligentsia of 
Europe startled with this wis¬ 
dom awakened and called it 
Oriental in general and 
Indological in particular. The 
terms ‘Orientology’ and 
‘Indologv’ ruled over tw r o cen- 


Genesis and Inception 
Before the beginning of AIOC 
the Indian orientalists like Dr 
Sir R G Bhandarkar, Shankar 
Pandurang Pandit, H. H. Dhruva, 
Lala Baijanath, J. J.Modi, Manilal 
Dwivedi, Bhagwanlal Indraji, 
Pandit Shyamji KrishnaVerma, 
BarristerV. R Vaidya, Dr. Garson 
Da Cunha, T. K.Laddu attended 
the sessions of ICO held in dif¬ 
ferent capitals of Europe till First 
World War. The scholarship of 
Bal Gangadhar Tilak Justice K. 
T. Telang, Prof. K. B. Pathak was 
also appreciated in the sessions 
of ICO.Theseaugust assemblies 
enjoyed the invocation in 
Sanskrit verses presented by 
Pandita Ramabai, Sourindra 
Mohan Tagore, RamdasSen, Dr 
R. G. Bhandarkar and H. H. 
Dhruva. However, the idea to 
hold the session of ICO in India 
was first voiced bv Pandit 
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meeting at Calcutta and earnest¬ 
ly press this invitation in the 
interest of Oriental learning.” 
When this proposal came for 
discussion Prof. Macdonell 
opined that although holding a 
full-fledged Oriental Congress 
with all its sections is an impos¬ 
sibility, a Congress of Indian 
Orientalists interested in Indian 
Studies could be held. Although, 
the assembly then voted in favor 
o fAthens as file venue of the next 
session, the idea of Indian 
O rientalists co ming together for 
a scholarly discourse got a 
strength. It is to be noted here 
that a full-fledged ICO met in 
New Delhi for its 26th session in 
1964. The fruition of file idea of 
holding parley of Indian 
Orientalist w T as however seen in 
‘The Conference of Orientalists’ 
including Museums and 
Archaeology Conference, invit- 
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hoped for participation 
of European and American 
Sanskrit Scholars. He even sug¬ 
gested the probable time i.e. 
Christmas vacation and possi¬ 
ble place i.e. Benaras. He also 
worked out the administrative 
pattern and academic pro¬ 
gramme of the conference and 
concluded with the hope in the 
words. “ I am convinced that such 
a Congress by bringing togeth¬ 
er European and Indian schol¬ 
ars will be a powerful means of 
bringing together Oriental learn¬ 
ing and Western scholarship. 
The present conference seems 
to me to be of happy augury for 
the Congress to follow.” Thus, a 
vista carved out by Vogel turned 
a result onlv in November 1919. 
(P.72). 

Bhandarkar Oriental Research 
Institute was founded on 6th 
Julv 1917 on the 80th birth 


to take stock of various activi¬ 
ties of Oriental scholars in India 

(ii) To facilitate cooperation in 
oriental studies and Research. 

(iii) To afford opportunities to 
put forth their views on their 
respective subjects and to ven¬ 
tilate the difficulties experienced 
in the w T ay of their special 
branches of study, (iv) To pro¬ 
mote social and intellectual 
intercourse among oriental 
scholars (vi) To keep pace with 
the march of scholarship of 
Europe and America. 

The organisers issued four 
Bulletins about the academic 
programme and conduct of the 
conference thus paving w T ay for 
the Premier session to be held 
in the historic city of Poona. 

(The author is former 
Secretary of Sa nskrit Bhasha 
Pracharini Sabha, Nagpur) 
(To be continued) 
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Epoch-making commencement at Poona 



The conveners and members of Working Committee for 13th AIOC held at Nagpur in 
October 1946. (Sitting, from left) Prof S G Somalwar (second), Dr S D Pendse (third), Dr Y 
K Deshpande (fourth), Prof V V Mirashi (seventh), Justice W R Puranik (eighth), Prof V B 
Kolte (extreme right) and others. 


that lingered in the memory lane of those 
who attended this session. 

The students of the Morris College per¬ 
formed ‘Svapna Vasavadattam’ by Bhasa 
underthe able guidance of thegreat Sanskrit 
orator Prof S G Somalwar and Prof N K 
Diwanji. The most remarkable part of the 
performance was that the Sanskrit couplets 
composed in various rare metres and set to 
Ragas by Prof S G Somalwar, which epito¬ 
mised some major scenes, stood to the 
delectability of the connoisseurs. The two 
acts of die play ‘Malavikagnimitram’ by 
Kalidas were presented by the team of SB 
City' College and Nagpur Sanskrit College 
under the able guidance of Prof D V 
Varadpande. A tableaux depicting the inci¬ 
dents from Ramayan was presented by the, 
students of Somalwar Academy. On 




■ By N R Pattarkine 

NAGPUR University had a proud privilege 
to host the 13th AIOC from October 19, 
through October21,1946, just on die thresh¬ 
old of India getting Independence. Initially, 
this session was to beheld at Jaipur but owing 
to the abnormal time as also the impossi¬ 
bility to accommodate the large number of 
delegates attending the conference, the 
mantle fell upon Nagpur 
University and the burden 
was borne with commend¬ 
able care. Sir Fredrick Chalmers 
Bourne, the GovemorofC P& Berar 
and also the Chancellor of Nagpur University' 
was the patron and JusticeW R Puranik, die 
Vice-Chancellor was the chairman of the 
Reception Committee. The administrative 
and academic responsibility of this session 
was admirably discharged by a great 
Indologist MM Dr V V Mirashi, Vice¬ 
airman of die reception committee. The 
ksident of this session was 
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adaptation. India is now in the midst of 
whirlpool of ideas. The present is full of fear, 
of religious skepticism, conflicts and eager¬ 
ness to destroy the old and construct a new 
after some pattern quite alien to our tradi¬ 
tions and ways of thought and not yet suf¬ 
ficiently tested. On us of this conference 
rests a manifold responsibility. It is upto to 
us not to allow, as long as there is life in us, 
the great ideals and achievements of the 
past to be swept off alto¬ 
gether by the onrushing 
avalanche of conflicting 
and ill-digested ideas’ (Proceedings 
P.107). 

The well-known Indologists ofVidarbha 
who are now no more with us and who had 
been associated with the co nference admin¬ 
istratively, academically and through cul¬ 
tural events included Prof V V Mirashi, Dr 
Y K Deshpande, Prof S P Chaturvedi, Prof 
S G Somalwar, Dr G T Deshpande, Dr K L 
Daftari, T J Kedar, C D Deshmukh, L R 
Kulkarni, Prof V B Karambalekar, Prof D V 


occasion theexhibitionofrare manuscripts 
and other antiquarian items made avail¬ 
able by some eminent families, Bhonsala 
Residency, some organisations and State 
Government was arranged for the delegates. 
On the administrative side Nagpur session 



Mahamahopad hyay 
Dr PV Kane, 
President of 13th 
AIOC held at 
Nagpur 


Mahamahopadhyay 
Prof V V Mirashi, 
Vice-Chairman of 
Reception 
Committee. 


was significant in the sense that Dr R N 
Dandekar, w'ho till the last session coordi- 
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